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the country of the infidels, of course the injury and malice of that tribe of infidels reached in a 
greater degree the capital, Ahmadnagar and all the territory of that place ; until the time of 
Shih Husain Nizim Shih who extinguished by the sword the sparks of the sedition and 
annoyances caused by the cursed infidels, as will hereafter, please God ! be related in detail in 
these pages. 

End of the Bahmani Dynasty. 


(To be conténued.) 


MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE SETTLEMENTS 
IN THE ANDAMAN ISLANDS IN THE XVIITH CENTURY. 


Preface by R. C. Temple. 


Tue papers I am now able to publish through the courtesy of the authorities of the India 
Office have a two-fold interest. In the first place they throw light on the earliest and unsuccess- 
ful attempts to settle the Andaman Islands, the site of the great Penal Settlement of the 
Government of India at the present day, by the celebrated marine surveyor, Archibald Blair, 
In the next place they give us part of the story direct from Blair himself. 


I now propose to print the papers as they stand and to supplement them with notes by 
myself and Mr, E. H. Man, 0. I. E., by way of postscript. 


The papers consist of — 


(1) A letter from Archibald Blair to the Governor-General, dated 19th April, 1789, 
from the Andamans. 


(2) A letter from Archibald Blair from the Andamans, dated 26th December, 
1789, to his brother, Prof. Robert Blair of Edinburgh, and forwarded by him to 
Henry Dundas, afterwards Viscount Melville, and by the latter to W. W. Gren- 
ville, afterwards Lord Grenyille of the Ministry of “ All the Talents.” 


(3) A Report by Mr. Patrick Stone on the present Port Cornwallis, dated 9th 
June, 1791. 


(4) An abstract of Major Kyd’s Report, dated 4th March, 1795, comparing the 
present Port Cornwallis at the Andamans and Prince of Wales’ Island, ¢.e., 
Penang, as sites for Convict Settlements. 


(5) Memorandum on the Andaman Settlements, dated 7th January, 1802. 


No. I. 


Captain Blair to the Right Hon’ble Charles Earl Cornwallis, K. G., 
Governor-General etc., in Council; dated 19th April, 1789. 


My Lorp,—Though there is no immediate Conveyance to Bengal, nor a probability of this 
reaching Calcutta before the arrival of the Elizabeth and Viper ; but as there is a possibility of 
accidents to one or both Vessels, I consider it my duty to leave this Account of my Progress, 
with the accompanying sketch of the Survey, to be forwarded by Mr. Light. 


We made the land near Port Andaman December 27th when the Viper unfortunately 
sprung her main mast, this made it necessary to put in, to repair the damage; and while the 
Artificers were employed I had the opportunity of surveying that excellent Harbour. It’s 
situation being on the west side of the great Andaman, consequently rather difficult of access 
in the §. W. Monsoon is the only reason against it’s being considered as an Harbour of great 
importance. It is well supplied with fresh water which is noticed in the Chart, and Nature 
has made it capable of being well defended, from the Eminence on Interview Island ; from 
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whence the two Brooks derive their source. Many parts of this Island are covered with a rich 
soil, which I have not a doubt will be very productive ; it is over grown with a variety of trees, 
many of which will certainly answer for masis, and probably also for Plank and crooked tim- 
ber, The Island is inhabited by Coffrees which were so timorous, that I could bring 
about no further Communication with them, than their acceptance of afew Presents, which 
they would not receive from our hands, but made signs for them to be laid down on the Beach, 
when they gladly accepted them. Some parts of the Island which were not covered with trees 
afforded us a supply of excellent grass. There is plenty of clay fit for Bricks and the 
shores are covered with shells and Coral which will answer to make lime. 


Having surveyed Port Andaman to the extent of your Lordship’s Instractions, the 11th 
of January, I began the examination of the Coast to the Southward, the Viper tracing the 
Bank, and the Elizabeth coasting close to the Island ; and boats were dispatched to examine 
such Inlets, which had anything promising in theirappearance ; but I foand none between Port 
Andaman and Port Campbell which appeared worthy of an investigation. A reference to the 
Chart will best convey an idea, of the indentings of the Coast, and the extent of the Bank, 
with the very few dangers which extend fsom the shore, The land is moderately high, very 
ridgy and everywhere thickly covered with trees. 


Port Campbell though a perfect Harbour in the N. E. Monsoon, will be found so 
difficult of access during the S. W. winds from the narrowness and dangers in its entrance that 
it will be hazardous if not totally impracticable to enter or quit it in that boisterous season. 


The Coast from Port Campbell to the west entrance of McPherson’s Strait, bears a near 
resemblance to that port which has been already noticed. Aé a small distance, the West 
Mouth of the Strait is not perceptible, by the assemblage of Islands which is termed in the 
Chart the Labyrinth, appearing to shut it up. : 


Ships rounding the south end of the Great Andaman mnst be cautious not to approach 
too close ; to avoid the dangers extending from the Twins, and that from the South end of 
the great Island, both which are noticed in the Chart, 


The small strait, between the Cinque Islands and the Great Andaman, appears to me 
the best, as well as the shortest Passage, for ships intending to touch on the 8. H. side of the 
Island ; there being tolerable anchoring all through that strait, and being entirely clear of 
danger. Macpherson Strait considered as an Harbour possesses many advantages; it is abund- 
antly supplied with excellent fresh water from the Rivulet marked in the Chart, it is well 
sheltered from the force of both monsoons; is open both to eastwaid and westward ; and the 
stream of the tide which is regular will facilitate the entrance or departure of ships. But 
with.all those advantages it has one very great defect, which is a want of tenacity in the 
ground which forms the Bottom, which is the major part, Coral, Coral Rock, and Sand, with 
a very small portion of Clay in some places. Upon the whole it will be considered as bad 
anchoring Ground, both from it’s not holding, and the probability of the Cables being destroyed 
by the Coral. This Strait is evidently what has been named by Captain Buchanan, 
McPherson Bay, and the Harbour four leagues northward is termed by him Port Cornwallis.} 


It is hardly possible to conceive a more secure Harbour, than Port Cornwallis; it is easy 
of access, and at the same time capable of being made very strong, the Bottom is a soft Clay, 
and it is perfectly skreened from wind and sea, that a ship mightran in withont anchors or 
cables and sustain no damage. It’s situation will render it easy of access at all seasons and 
ships may depart from it in either Monsoon. To supply a large Fleet with water in the latter 
part of the dry season it might be found necessary to construct Reservoirs to collect and pre- 
serve it; for after a very laborious search, only three scanty Brooks were found, where the 
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soil was of such a nature as to absorb the whole before it reached the sea; but if Reservoirs or 
Wells were made one or two hundred yards from the shore, in the beds of the Brooks, I have 
no doubt but they would be sufficiently productive to supply a large Squadron; by digging a 
small well about two feet deep the Viper and Elizabeth were supplied with the quantity that 
was wanted, from one of the Brooks. The face of the country is entirely covered with wood, 
and the surface is very uneven, being principally composed of high Ridges and Valleys, both 
covered with a rich soil and the latter seems capable of the highest cultivation. The woods 
will afford an inexhaustible store of timber which will certainly answer for masts and other 
purposes in building or repairing ships. I found many trees of Ebbony, and others which may 
become valuable articles of trade ; a specimen of the latter Ishall have the Honour of present- 
ing to your Lordship on my arrival at Calcutta, some of the Plants too were gathered which 
I am apprehensive will not reach Bengal. While in this Harbour we had regular Land and 
Sea Breezes, and the Climate, judging from our short stay, appeared to be healthy. The 
Tides at full and change rise 7 feet but the stream of the tide is hardly perceptible. There ts 
plenty of Fish, but not being provided with netts we caught very few; Pamphit Snappers 
and Rock Cod abound in the Harbour we also saw turtle but they do not appear to be numerous. 
The soil in many places will answer for bricks, stones which will answer for building are to be 
had in plenty, and the reefs will afford a constant supply of shells and coral for lime. 


The Natives from their features, colour and hair appear to be descended from Affricans and 
there fs an Account in the Annals of Goathat two Portugueze ships with slaves bound to 
Mallana were lost on their Passage thither about 2 Centurys ago which it is probable may 
have first peopled the Great Andaman, by being wrecked on that Island. They are probably 
in the rudest state of any rational animals which are to be found; both sexes go perfectly 
naked ; have no other houses than small huts, or rather sheds, about four feet high ; they seem 
to depend principally on shell fish for their subsistance which they gather on the reefs at low 
water, and it would appear that they sometimes catch turtle and hogs from their Huts being 
ornamented with the bones of those animals, Their greatest stretch of ingenuity appears in 
the construction of their Bows, Arrows, Fish Giggs and small nets. The only appearance of 
Civilization, is their being formed into small societies and some attention paid to a Chief which, 
with his family are generally painted red. They seem to have very deep rooted prejudices 
against strangers, and constantly expressed either fear or resentment when they saw us land, 
except at Interview Island. We were frequently attacked by them which very much circum- 
scribed our excursions but being constantly prepared, in all our skirmishes with them, when 
they were invariably the aggressors, we had only one man wounded. By the kindest treatment 
I could devise when they came on board and dismissing them with presents, I endeavoured 
in vain to bring about a friendly intercourse with them. Their Behaviour was so excessively 
wild and contradictory, that I found it impossible to sum it with any degree of certainty or 
success ; their good nature appeared rather predominant, and in one instance I thought I could 
perceive attachment which inclines me to think, that they, with proper treatment might be 
made useful to settlers. We could not find the smallest appearance or marks of cultivation im a 
soil which wonld be highly productive with moderate labour. 

After examining Diligent Strait and the Archipelago I proceeded to Barren Island and 
found the Volcano in a Violent State of eruption, throwing outshowers of red hot stones and 
immense volumes of smoke. There were two or three eruptions while I was close at the foot 
of the Cone, several of the stones rolled down and bounded a good way past the foot of it. 
After a diligent search I could find nothing of sulphur or anything that answered the descrip- 
tion of Lava, 

From Barren Island I proceeded to explore for a dangerous ledge of Recks? which is only 
noticed in some of the Charts, but having been seen lately by Captain Hanna I was determined 
if possible to ascertain its situation. I first struck soundings on a large bank which environs 
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the danger which, with proper attention to the Land, will apprize ships of their danger before 
they approach it too close. The Ledge is situated in Latitude 11° 0’ 7” N. and bears from the 
Sonth end of the Great Andaman’ H. 16° S. distant 17 Leagues. It is of small extent with 
high Breakers on it, and some parts are Visible after the Surfs. 


Your Lordship’s Commands relating to the Andamans being executed, our stock being 
exhausted and several of the people having disorders (contracted at Calcutta) which required 
assistance, I determined to proceed immediately for this Island, and arrived here the 38rd 
Instant. I have now the satisfaction to inform Your Lordship that the Major part of our sick 
will be fit for duty again in a few days, when I shall proceed directly for Acheen in order to 
examine Sidoo Harbour, and another a little to the Southward of it, which Mr. Light has 
informed me of. He is also to give me a Letter to the King of Acheen, which I have no doubt 
will procure me Permission to make the necessary examination. 


By the middle or end of June I expect to quit the Coast of Sumatra and to arrive at 
Calcutta in July, when Ishall have the honour of laying before Your Lordship, amore detailed 
account of the service with particular Plans of the Harbours and a General Chart of the whole 
Survey. 

I have, etc., (Sd.) Archibald Blair. 


No, II. 
Henry Dundas to W. W. Grenville, 1790, August 19, ‘ Donira Lodge. 


‘¢Mr. Robert Blair, who writes the enclosed, is professor of practical astronomy in the 
University of Edinburgh, and perhaps one of the most ingenious men and best philosophers 
you ever knew. The letter he sends to me is from his brother, the officer who you will recollect 
to have been employed in the survey of the Andaman harbour, concerning which we entertain 
such sanguine expectations, The letter is proper for your perusal in every point of view, but 
I send it on account of what is stated respecting the opinion of Commodore Cornwallis. It is 
more recent than any thing I haveseen. Perhaps there is more recent at the Admiralty or 
your Office, but nothing official has reached me of so late a date on the subject.” 


2 Enclosures :— 


Number 1. — Robert Blair to Henry Dundas 1790, August 6. 
Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury. 


‘tT should still have delayed writing, if it were not for a letter which IJ have just received 
rom my brother, and which I use the freedom of enclosing, as it may possibly contain some 
farther information concerning an object, about whose importance such sanguine hopes are, and 
I hope justly, entertained. As I know howreadily you will overlook any impropriety in giving 
a hint on a subject of which you are so much better a judge, I shall also venture to mention a 
thought which occurred to me on reading Archibald’s letter. 


“T have heard through a friend, who has long corresponded with Lieutenant Mears, thata 
proposal has been made to Government to send the convicts to one of the Sandwich Islands 


(which I believe the Lieutenant has purchased from the Natives) instead of sending them to 
New Holland. 


* Mieht they not be conveyed at much less expence, and turned to much better account, if 
sent to colonise Chatham Island? The supply of Europeans which would thus be at hand, to 
recruit our military and naval armaments in India, seems alone to be an object of great magni- 
tude. The limited extent of the island, its proximity to the seat of Government, and the 
military force and fortifications necessary, at any rate, to protect the harbour, would effectually 
prevent their ever becoming troublesome, But I have said more than enough on a subject, 
which, if worth attending to, must have already occurred to you.” 


8 In the Genl, Chart the South extreme is named Rutland Island. 
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Wumber 2. — Archibald Blair, to Robert Blair, 1789, December 26. 
Port Cornwallis, Chatham Island. 


“ Commodore Cornwallis arrived here the 19th, and seems perfectly satisfied that it is a 
place of infinite national importance, I have therefore little doubt but the Government of 
Bengal will instantly take the necessary steps to establish it as our principal naval port in 
India. He proposes to return here next south-west monsoon, and I have the satisfaction to 
perceive that he approves of what I have done. He quits this place soon to visit Penang, when 
I shall be left to execute his commands, The vessel I commanded proceeds to Calcutta with 
dispatches, and will return with provisions and men. 


“The soil is productive, the climate healthy; we are well provided with fish, turtle from 
Diamond Island in great abundance, and vegetables from the Carnicobar.” 


Wo. III. 


An Account of the Harbour at the North East end of the Great Andaman 
Island,® by Mr. Patrick Stone, Master of His Majesty's Ship Crown, 
received per Rodney, 9th June 1791, 


Directions for Sailing in, and out of the Harbour. — When you are between the North 
and South reefs you'll see far up the Harbour at the N. W. Coruer, two Points with a small 
Island between them ; keep this Isle in sight and run in, or if you should have the Wind N. E, 
you may turn in with the above Isle from Point to Point, but do not lose sight of it; to make 
it better known you'll see a remarkable Tree on the left hand point, or the North end of Long 
Island, but indeed you may run into this Harbour with the greatest ease without Danger, only 
give every point a Birth about 2 Cables length and go the Northward of the little Isle, then 
haul over to the Southward ; be sure you keep the Southernmost point of the Harbours Mouth 
open with the next, and Anchor on the West side of the little Isle : this is called the Outer 
Harbour. < 


Marks for Anchoring. — This is such a good and fine Harbour, there are no particular 
Marks for Anchoring but I would advise Strangers not to go into any of the Coves, ’till they 
first Sound with their Boats — without it is the Sonth Cove, which is the first Cove on the 
South side which is clean and clear of all Rocks ; You may Anchor in what Water you please, 
good. holding Ground. 

Wooding and Watering. — Wood in great plenty, you may cut it alongside of the beats, 
there are many Streams of Water from the Mountains and with a little trouble might be made 
very convenient. 


Provisions and Refreshments. — None to be had here at present as there is no Settle- 
ment, you may have Fish with the Seine or Hook and Line. 


Fortifications and Landing Places. — No Fortifications. You may Land any where 
here the Water being so smooth, but the Sandy bays are preferable. 


. rade and Commerce. — Neither Trade or Commerce. The People are quite Black with 
Woolly Hair and of a Savage Disposition, and of a Small Stature. 


This Harbour lies in the Latitude 18° 24’ N. and Longitude 93° 20’ Ht. It flows full and 
change at 9 o Clock and rises and falls 7 or 8 feet at Spring Tides. If coming from the 
Southward and bound into this Harbour, the first remarkable thing is the High Hill called 
Saddle Hill, which is the highest land hereabouts or I believe the highest on the Island; at the 
foot of Saddle Hill is a Small Isle called Craggy Island, but being badly to be seen ‘till you run 
in shore; but what makes it easily known is a remarkable White Rock standing close to it, 
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which at a Distance you will take for a large White Patch, on or near the Island; by this time 
you will see the Entrance of the Harbour, which is about 5 miles to the Northward of Craggy 
Tsland. The Land between the two is remarkable having two Hummocks and a Flat between ; 
the Northernmost Hummock stands on the South point of the Harbour. On the North side of 
the Entrance you will see a Hill which makes a Peninsula, and both from this and the South 
point runs out a reef of Rocks, but no Danger as they are always above Water, or the Sea 
breaks over them, but Deep Water Close to them. Yon will see in the Middle of the Harbour 
a little Isle with a Spit running from it 8. W., but run round the Northward of the Isle, and 
Anchor where you please; This small Island would be a fine place to plant Guns upon to defend 
the Harbour: There is a Channel on each side, but the North side is the Broadestand of course 
the best for Working ; This Harbour forms a long square; at the Hast end isa long Isle lying 
N. and §. which 1 call Long Island, between the N. end of it and the N. W. point of the 
Harbour is the Entrance of what is called the Interior Harbour, going in you will see three 
Tslands, the first the largest, the 2¢ the next (which is the Island above mentioned as a mark to 
come in or go out by) the 3d the Smallest, from the N. W, point of Long Island to the middle of 
this 84 Isle runs a flat shoal of Mud which you must take care of, for you may have 8 fathoms, 
and the next cast only two or 3 fathoms, all the N. and W. of those Islands is nothing but a 
flat of soft mud; on any of the Three Islands I have mentioned you may erect convenient 
Wharfs, as you [have] 33 and 4 fathoms close to the Rocks, here you might have Storehouses 
and Hospitals. To the Eastward of the First Island you will see a round low flat Island, 
which I call round Island, between this and the above other Isles makes the Harbour which 
you may lye in what Water you please from 17 to 3 fathoms, From round Island runs to the 
Southward a Spit of Mud and Sand about 2 Cables length with only 3 fathoms on it and 5 close 
to between this Island and the N. W. point of the Harbour, there are several Streams of Fresh 
Water and one large spring which may be cleared out with very little trouble where you may 
have Plenty of Good Water. The largest Ship in the Navy may Anchor within a Cables 
length of this place to Complete their Water. This Harbour is capable of containing a great 
number of Ships, and [think it may be made one of the best in the known World, it is 
commodious and roomy, very easily defended as there is no such thing as to attack it on the 
Land side or back part being surrounded with a large Shoal lake, or piece of Water, and it is 
surrounded again with a very thick Jungle or Mangrove Trees which grows in the Water and 
of Course it must be a Swamp, so you have nothing to Guard but the Harbours Mouth, 


No. IV. 


Abstract of Kyd’s Report relative to the Settlements at Prince of Wales? 
Island and the Andamans; also his Report on the comparative 
length of the passages between Madras and Bengal and 
the Andamans and Prince of Wales’ Island, 1795. 


I, — Major Kyd’s first part of a Report relative to the Settlements at Prince 
of Wales’ Island and the Andamans, dated the 4th March,'1795. 


P, 2.-—— One of the principal objects of his visit to Prince of Wales’ Island was to enable 
him to clear up strong doubts that had arisen in his mind respecting the comparative advan- 
tages of the Infant Settlement at the Andamans as a Port of refitment and refreshment for 
the Navies of Great Britain, with those of Prince of Wales Island, [i. e. Penang] which he 
surveyed and reported upon to Government soon after it was settled in 1787, 


P, 3. — Takes a short view of what has hitherto been done by Government for the estab- 
lishment of a Port of refitment of our Fleets tothe Eastward of Cape Comorin, in order to 
prevent in future that great loss of the most valuable period of the Year for Naval operations, 


which has heretofore been sustained by the Fleets being obliged to make a long Voyage to 
Bombay to repair. 
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P, 4, —- Lacam’s Plan of new Harbour proposed in 1774 or 5 proved to be totally imprac- 
ticable. 


P, 5, — Next Plan was thatat Prince of Wales’ Island in 1786. 
P. 7, — The next was the Andamans in 1788, 


P. 8. — Commedore Cornwallis gave a decided preference to the North Hast Harbour, now 
Port Cornwailis, and the Settlement was completely effected in 1793. 


P.9.— But Kyd observes that he never at any period found oceasion to alter the opinion 
he had formed of the comparative advantages of the Andamans and Prince of Wales’ Islands, 
as delivered im his Report of the last place in 1787. 


P, 11. — Description of the Andamans. 
P. 16. — Only 4 Months fair weather in the Whole Year, from December to March. 


P. 17, — About the middle of April the rains begin to fall, till the end of November, 
attended with constant hard Wind and most violent Squalls. 


P, 18. — Generally tempestuous for 7 Months. 


P. 19. — Of the immense quantity of Rain — double the quantity that falls in Bengal 
when the excess is deemed detrimental to cultivation, 


P, 20. — Of the richness of the Soil and the quickness of Vegetation. 


P. 21, — Have not had sufficient experience to judge of the effect of the Climate on the 
human Constitution. : 


P, 25. — Opinions of the Surgeons that there is nothing peculiarly noxious in the Climate 
of the Andamans more than in all tropical Climates subject to great falls of Rains. 


P. 25. — Every reason to believe that thesituation will in the end become healthy, as, from 
the nature of the surface of the ground, Water cannot lay an hour after the most violent Rain. 


P. 26. — Have as yet discovered few or no Trees of real Value for Ship building. 
P, 26. — Abundance of Timber &t for the construction of Buildings on Shore. 


P, 28, — On the small Spot that has been cleared they have found all the variety of Fruit 
Trees carried from Bengal. 


P. 28, — The culinary Vegetable and some smail experiments of Sugar Cane, Indigo, mace 
and other Grains thrive wonderfully well. 


P, 29, — A description of the Natives. — Never yet in any part of the Globe has the human 
Race been discovered in a more degraded or savage state, 


P. 30. —- The Harbour of Port Cornwallis is sufficiently capacious for the largest Fleets — 
easy of ingress and egress, and a safe shelter for Ships at all Seasons. 


P. 31. — Comparison between the Andamans and Prince of Wales Island. 


P, 32. — Prince of Wales Island — the entrance perfectly safe, having upon it depth enough 
at low Water spring Tides for the largest Ships of the Royal Navy. 


P. 82. —- The inner Harbour under Poolajuajah a safe and smooth Bason, where the largesé 
Ships can be transported with the utmost safety in one Tide even with their Guns on board. 


P. 32. — On the Island Juajah is space enough for Store Houses and » Marine Yard suaffi- 
ciently extensive — and Wharfs may be constructed with great ease, 
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P. 33, — This inner Harbour has the additional advantage of being easily fortified at little 
Cost. 


P. 33. — Since he surveyed it in 1787 the Island has been cleared and cultivated to the 
extent of at least 25 Square Miles — Abundance of excellent tropical fruits and all the Vege- 
tables common in India. 


P, 383. — The Climate temperate and healthy, and entirely free from Gales of Wind and 
violent weather of every kind. 


P. 34. — A considerable population, permeniaely of industrious Chinese and Natives of 
the Coast of Coromandel. 


P, 34, — A large Town has been built — Shops and Markets filled with every article of 
refreshment or Supply that a Fleet can be in want of. 


P. 34. — A very extensive Commerce is established through the medium of Ships navigated 
by Europeans, and-Prows from the neighboring Countries even as far to. the eastward as Calabar 
— and capable of being inereased to a very great extent. 


P. 87. — Gives the testimony of Commodore Rainier in his Letter of 31st Decemr 1794, who 
wag at that Island in the Suffolk, in favour of Prince of Wales Island over the Andamans. 


P. 38. — Commodore Mitchell’s Squadron of 5 Ships remained a Month at Prince of 
Wales’ Island, and received abundance of refreshment. 


P, 88. — Captain Pakenham of His Majesty’s Ship Resistance says he has never been in 
“any foreign Port where a Ship of War was so well and easily supplied with every desirable 
Article. 


P. 40. — States the defects of Prince of Wales Island. It’s great distance from any of 
the Company’s other Possessions, so that it cannot be reinforced Troops or supplied with 
Ammunition and Stores, &e#., d&ca., &c, 


P, 42. — States the advantages and disadvantages of the Andamans. 


P. 48. — Has a full convietion that Prinee of Wales’ Island all circumstances considered, 
is infinitely preferable to the Andamans, and that it in fact provides every thing that Govern- 
ment can want for a Port of refitment and refreshment for the Navies of Great Britain to the 
eastward of Cape Comorin, 


. [Then follows his Report of Prince of ace Island in 1787, formerly called Penang, 
in the Straits of Malacca. 


II. — Kyda’s Report on the comparative length of the passages between Madras. 
and Bengal and the Andamans and Frince of Wales Island. 


During the South West Monsoon (beginning of April to the middle of October) the 
Passage from Madras to Port.Cornwallis does not exceed 8 Days, 


Will be much greater to Prince «: Wales Island. But towards the end of October the 
passage is very quick, not exceeding 20 Days. 


The passage from either the Andamans or Prinee of Wales’ Island to Madras during the 
South West Monsoon is precarious and difficult and will require nearly equal time. 


During the North® East Monsoon, particularly during the first part of it, Ships eannot with 
safety remain on the Coromandel Coast. The Passage, both to the Andamans and Prirce of 
Wales’ Island tedious — 3 weeks must be allowed. 


During the whole of the North East Monsoon the Passage in returning is s quick and certain 
— 7 Days from the Andamans — 12 from Prinee of Wales’ Island. 


5 November, December, January, 
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In the North East Monsoon the Passage from Bengal to the Andamans is 8 Days — but to 
Prince of Wales’ Island more than double — 24 days the average. 


In returning from the Andamans to Bengal 15 Days — from Prince of Wales’ Island 
25 Days. 


During the South West Monsoon, going and coming from the Andamans § — Prince of 
Wales Island 20 Days. 


No. V, 
Memoranda relative to the Settlement at the Andamans, dated 9th January 1802. 


The object in establishing a Settlement at the Andamans was to obtain a refitting Post for 
Ships in time of War. 


The Settlement was begun early in the year 1790 on the Southermost part of the 
Island, where a Harbour had been discovered by Commodore Cornwallis which in his opinion 
was suitable for the purpose. But in November 1792 the Settlement was removed from this 
part to the N. E. part of the Island where the Commodore had discovered another Harbour, 
possessing advantages superior to the former, and which was named Port Cornwallis. A good 
test of the Security of this Harbour was afforded soon after the removal of the Hstablishment, 
to this part of the Island, by a Tempest of uncommon Violence which prevailed at Port 
Cornwallis by which two of the Vessels were driven on Shore, but got off without any damage 
to their bottoms and only trivial loss in other respects. The Soil of this part of the Island is 
excellent and of a rich quality, which when cleared and eultivated will produce the Natural 
Fruits and grains of Hindostan in great abundance, but from the enormous size and 
abundance of the Timber the clearing of the Land must be a work of time and great labor- 
The supplies of Fresh Water are represented also to be so abundant that with little trouble 
Watering places may be made for supplying the largest Fleets. 


The .Natives at first appeared extremely jealous of the New Settlers and put te death some 
Fishermen sent thither from Bengal and for some time continued to shew very little desire of 
any intercourse, but afterwards became more familiarized. 


Till the Year 1793 the Settlers in general appear to have eontinued healthy when about 
the Setting in of the 8. W. Monsoon, an uncommon sickness prevailed amongst them, which 
rendered it imprudent to determine on the fitness of the place for a Naval Arsenal till the 
cause from whence such sickness had arisen could be determined by further experience, but 
altho’ the Rains were succeeded by favourable Weather which greatly contributed to’ the 
recovery of the Sick, the Settlement still continued unhealthy, which was attributed to a sufii- 
cient space of Land not being cleared, but in the Season following the Settlement was more 
healthy than on any former one, altho’ there had been am unusual quantity of Rain. 


In the succeeding Season however namely 1795/6the inhospitality of the climate 
was sufficiently proved, above 50 of the Settlers and Mr. Reddick the Surgeon having died. 
It was therefore on this ground determined to withdraw the Settlement, but to prevent any 
Foreign Nation attempting an Establishment there, which it was observed was not probable, a 
Small Vessel was stationed off Port Cornwallis to keep possession. The Governor General in 
Council observed to the Court that if it should be thought expedient to prosecute the original 
plan af the end of the War the Settlemt might be reestablished with little disadvantage. 


With respect to the advantages and disadvantages of this Settlement compared with those 
of Prince of Wales Tsland the Single circumstances of its local Situation being such as to render 
a communication with all the Companys Settlements so completely easy at all Seasons of the 
Year was in Major Kyds opinion sufficient to determine in its faver provided the Salubriety of 
the Climate was ascertained, bat that in every other respect Prince of Wales Island had the 
advantage. [January 9th, 1802.] 


